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Mousumi Roy, Associate Chair for Undergraduate Studies 
Ylva Pihlström, Chair of Undergraduate Majors Committee 

 
 

Awards 
 

Department Excellence in Teaching Award:   
Leandra Boucheron Goldflam  //  Elizabeth Crosson 

 
 

Chair’s Award for Best Dissertation in Physics: 
Matthew T. DiMario 

 
 

Award for Best Dissertation in Optical Science and Engineering:   
Hanieh Afkhamiardakani   

 
The William G. Larsen, Ph.D., Memorial Award for Best Teaching Assistant: 

 

Alhassan Ahmed  //  Easwar A. Narayanan  
 

Honorable Mentions:  Logan E. Cordonnier // Evgeni Zlatanov 
 

Departmental Honors: 
 

Josef D. Sorenson  Honors Thesis Advisor:  Pin Yang 
Adam Yanez   Honors Thesis Advisor:  Sally Seidel 
 
 
Eoin Gray Scholarship Award for Best Graduating Senior:   

 

Kyle T. Kennard 
 
 

The Feynman Award for Best Student in Contemporary Physics: 
Benjamin C. Cochran  /  Josef D. Sorenson 

 
 

Rayburn Outstanding Student in Laboratory Physics and Astronomy: 
Josef D. Sorenson 

                 

 
 

Conferring of Degrees 
 

 
Bachelor of Science in Astrophysics 
 

 

   

  Taylor Cramer 
  Prescott Farley** (Magna Cum Laude) 
  Kyle T. Kennard (Summa Cum Laude)    
   
   
 

Nicholas B. Litza (Cum Laude) 
Trevor J. Oliver 
Susan Sapkota** (Summa Cum Laude)  

 

    
Bachelor of Science in Physics 
 

 

  

  Robert J. Beattie-Rossberg (Cum Laude) 
  Daniel J. Berenger-Russell (Cum Laude) 
  Andrew R. Coffey (Magna Cum Laude) 
  Tyler Hilbun 
  Yankang Liu (Cum Laude) 
 
  

 

Lucas A. Lujan** (Magna Cum Laude) 
Josef D. Sorenson (Summa Cum Laude) 
Brady S. Spears*  
Duncan K. Weeks** 
Adam Yanez (Cum Laude) 

    
Master of Science in Physics   

 

 

 
without thesis:     
   Bobby D. Middleton* 
   
     

   

    
    
Master of Science in Optical Science and Engineering 
 

 

 

   
   Seth Subhashree*** 

 
 

Thesis Advisor:   Ganesh Balakrishnan 
 

without thesis: 
   Sayed Hassan Dibaji Foroushani 
   Sami Nazib 
   Bisweswar Patra 
 
 

  

         * Summer 2020 Graduates //  **Fall 2020 Graduates   //   ***Anticipating Summer 2021 graduation 
 


